
 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDY:  Module1, Class 14 
  

Please note: The pictures and comments in the transcript and recording below have been gathered over many 

years and where possible, I attribute them to their original source.  If anyone connected with these photographs 

or comments would like them removed, please notify me and I will be happy to comply. 

  

The recording for Class 14 is around 39 minutes long and can be found in your attachments. 

 

Class 14:  Shell #s: 71, 105, 79, 101, 96 

  

In Class 13, we saw some very unusual shells that veered away from the pattern of typical Univalve and Bivalve 

shell growth.  You met two unsutured Univalves (Miller’s Nutmeg and the Worm Shell), and a Bivalve that no 

longer lived between the two valves of its Clam Shell (the Watering Pot.) I want to continue our discussion of 

unusual shell growth. We are going to narrow our attention to the direction of shell growth. 

  

A clockwise direction follows the sequence of hours on a 

clock’s face. Look at this clock and you can see the second 

hand is directed to the 12 o’clock position at the top. Now 

visualize the second hand sweeping from the “1” to the “2” 

to the “3” and continuing on its way back to the “12”. You 

will notice that the second hand travels from right to left. 

  

At the risk of making you hungry, I would like to have you 

take another look at the ice cream shell from Class 13, and 

concentrate on the direction of the arrows.  

 

 

 

 

As you can see by the location of the arrow heads, they are moving right to 

left.  In other words, the layers of whorls are built in a descending series of 

clockwise spirals.  

  

99.9% of all whorled Univalves grow in a clockwise spiral. If you hold any 

Univalve so that you are looking at the aperture with the apex at the top, the 

aperture will be on the right-hand side of the shell.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Look at this sampling of Univalves…. many of them may 

seem like old friends now. I turned over the Green Tree 

Snail so that you can see its aperture.  Once you focus 

upon the direction of growth, you may notice that all coil 

in a clockwise spiral resulting in the opening appearing on 

the right-hand side. This is called right-handed or dextral 

shell growth.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Occasionally, a shell will mutate, and grow counter-

clockwise. This time the second hand moves from the 12 

o’clock position to the “11” then the “10” working its way 

around the clock back to the “12”.  Notice that the second 

hand is traveling from left to right.  In seashells, this 

direction of growth is called sinistral. The aperture will be 

on the left side, and this becomes left-handed shell growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here, you can see an imaginary ice cream shell 

constructed under this sinistral pattern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

This photo shows a normal Buccinum Whelk on the left, and 

one that has undergone a mutation on the right.  Because these 

left-handed mutations are rare, I am happy to have these 

pictures to demonstrate this principle. 

 

 

  

If you are comfortable with this foundation, it is time for a tale 

of two more shells.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, I want to introduce you to the Indian Chank Shell. This is shell #71 in Ocean 

Oracle, a number which indicates it involves some sort of Interaction with Man. In 

fact, the Chank is connected to the Hindu religion.  The Hindus believe that the 

devil once hid their Hindu sacred writings in the ocean, and their god, Vishnu, 

found these writings inside a Chank shell.   

 

 

Although the Chank from 

Ocean Oracle is right-

handed, it is important to 

note that the Chank shell 

involving Vishnu was left-

handed.  It was 

mentioned earlier that these mutations are rare, and 

in the case of the Chank Shell, 1 in 6,000,000 

mutate to the left-handed form. Those shells are 

connected to Vishnu, and never leave India.   

 

 

 

Here you can see a variety of images of Vishnu. All 

depict Vishnu with 4 arms, and notice the object in the 

upper left hand….it is a Chank shell.  In 

Hinduism, these Chanks are worshipped and 

revered, and placed upon altars.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the wonders of the Internet, I was able to 

locate a photo of one of these left-handed sacred 

shells.  In the picture on the left, the sinistral/left- 

handed, mutation is the shell on the left side.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In this picture, you will see a Hindu priest using the 

Chank shell as a trumpet. It is so revered, it is used 

in religious ceremonies. 

 

 

 

In Ocean Oracle, the meaning of the Chank Shell is 

“Something or someone held sacred or dear.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddhism also holds the Chank dear. It is one of their 8 auspicious symbols, or symbols of good luck. These 

represent the offerings made by the gods to Buddha after he gained enlightenment. 

 

According to an article in Wikipedia, the Chank shell “represents the beautiful, deep, melodious, 

interpenetrating and pervasive sound of the dharma, which awakens disciples from their deep slumber of 

ignorance, and urges them to accomplish their own welfare and the welfare of others.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashtamangala 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashtamangala
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashtamangala


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this picture on the top left, you will see the Ocean Oracle Chank, and a second Chank covered in metal and 

gemstones. Both possess the characteristic three sharp ridges on the inner lip, an identifying pattern found in all 

Chanks. (As an aside, the picture on the right notes that many statues of Buddha have three rings surrounding 

his neck. The author makes this observation, but otherwise has no idea why this is so consistent.) The mystery 

of these three rings on Buddha’s neck is solved below.  

 

 

 

 

The three curving 

conch-like lines on 

his neck represent 

the association of 

the Chank shell 

with Buddha’s 

voice box 

spreading his 

uplifting teachings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

If you refer back to the Ocean Oracle Chank shell on the previous page, the apex forms a knob at the top of the 

shell. The Chank on the right encased in metal is missing the knob at the apex. There is a purpose for this, 

which I will reveal in a minute. But let me begin by explaining how this shell came into my life. 

 

While I was teaching a workshop in Plymouth MA, my husband occupied himself by strolling around the scenic 

town.  When the workshop ended, he grabbed my hand and insisted I follow him. He led me to a store called A 

Taste of Tibet. As soon as we entered the premises, the store owner spotted my husband and disappeared for a 

minute. It was obvious they were in cahoots about something. He returned holding something heavy which he 

placed in my hands. At first, all I saw was the intricate metal surrounding an object; it took a minute for me to 

recognize that this “object” was a Chank shell.  I was overcome with awe. I felt honored to be able to hold it, 

and knew that it was waiting for someone special. You can imagine my shock when the owner told me that it 

was for me. Once I regained my voice, I explained that he must be mistaken; this was waiting for someone 

special. My husband took great pains to point out that if I had this shell, I could use it to teach about the sacred 

Chank, and show it to my students. So, it gives me great pleasure to share this shell with you now.  

 

 

I want you to see the exquisite 

details in the metal artwork 

embracing the Chank.   

 

 

If you look closely, you can see an 

image of the Chank displayed in the 

metal.  

 

Now, let me explain why the apex 

knob is missing on this shell. The 

top has been removed to convert the 

shell into a trumpet. I am not very 

good at trumpeting the Chank, but I 

have two friends who have wowed 

me with their skill at eliciting a 

range of powerful sounds from this 

shell. 

 

Here are other Chank trumpets for 

you to view on the web: 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dung-

Dkar  

  

The 8 Auspicious Symbols of 

Buddhism 

http://www.exoticindiaart.com/articl

e/symbols  

  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dung-Dkar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dung-Dkar
http://www.exoticindiaart.com/article/symbols
http://www.exoticindiaart.com/article/symbols


Now let’s meet the Lightning Whelk. This is shell #105 in Ocean Oracle, another shell 

in the Interaction with Man category.  The person who named this shell thought the 

markings on the shell resembled lightning bolts.  When I began shell reading, thinking 

about the language of seashells, I was reminded of the image of a lightning bolt 

appearing over someone’s head in a drawing.  This indicated an “aha” moment of 

enlightenment.  When working with Lightning Whelks, I connected this to the concept 

of an inspiration, and that led to the meaning of the shell.  This background would lead 

you to conclude that the meaning of “Inspiration” came from the Name and 

Appearance of the shell.  That was true until I learned something that caused the shell 

to retain its meaning, but to change categories. 

  

Take another look at the photo of the Lightning Whelk, and focus on the direction of 

growth.  Every Lightning Whelk washes up on the beach looking like this. Do you 

notice anything unusual? 

  

Lightning Whelks grow counter clockwise, and naturally open on the left side.  Now 

back to our story of the Chank. As we discussed, Hindus consider the rare left-handed 

Chank Shell to be sacred.  When people in the US learned of the value of the left –

handed shells in India, they were inspired to export Lightning Whelks, which were warmly received.  I have to 

say, it is interesting that the shell meaning “Inspiration” inspired this idea.  

  

When I first began shell reading, over 30 years ago, all of these stories were things I read in books, and I could 

never be certain of their authenticity.  The Lightning Whelk granted me the gift of validation.  You see, in my 

practice, I often hand out Lightning Whelk “inspiration” shells to my clients.  One day, I realized that my 

collection of Lightning Whelks was quite depleted and I was eager to replenish my inventory. Lightning Whelk 

shells wash up on the shore in Florida, but living in Massachusetts, I was reduced to shopping for my supply.  

Hoping to fulfill my mission, I drove a few hours to visit a shell store near the coast in Rockport, MA. When I 

asked the proprietor if he carried Lightning Whelks, he informed me that he had sold out of them as quickly as 

they arrived.  He explained that people from India had bought them all. This left me with mixed emotions. 

Although I failed in my mission, I was able to bear witness to the success of this inspired connection of the left-

handed whelk to the sacred Chank Shell.  This enabled me to switch the Lightning Whelk to the Interaction with 

Man category in your Ocean Oracle books. 

   

As I was researching the Chank shell for any new information, 

I discovered a Buddhist website that offered a photograph of 

the rare sinistral Chank shell. It looked upside down to me, but 

I recognized it none the less.  I simply flipped it “right side up” 

to show you the rare shell back on page 4. When I recovered 

from my excitement at finding this photo, I read the text. It 

stated the right-handed Chank was rare and sacred. I was 

completely baffled by this because it is the left-handed shell 

that is rare.  I read on. It seems that Buddhists label the Chank 

by holding the shell with the apex and spire facing down. This 

would make all Univalves coil in a counter-clockwise direction, 

ending with the aperture on the left.  Now, the clockwise shells 

would be the mutated form…and the opening would be on the 

right. These special Chank shells are called the Lakshmi Conch. 

  



Then, I had another surprise in store. This website continues by taking issue with Lightning Whelks being used 

as right-handed conchs (again, with their apex pointing down). So, decades after the Lightning Whelk was 

welcomed, it may now be controversial. 

  

Here is that Buddhist website if you would like to explore this more. 

 http:/www.agt-gems.com/Book/laxmi-conch.html 

  

 

There is yet another shell involved in the Interaction with Man, and the concept of left-handedness.  

 

 

Meet the Marble Cone.  

 

 

Do you recall a common characteristic of all cone mollusks?  Try to respond before 

reading below. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

They all possess conotoxins, poisons to paralyze their prey. 

  

Let me transport you back to the start of my career.  I had just finished speaking to Robert who could not find 

the contact information to allow me to obtain a shell reading.  To salvage something, he suggested using my 

own shells for readings.  Not knowing how to proceed, I used what I knew. When it came to determining the 

meanings of my Cone Shells, I began with the fact that the mollusks that produced them were poisonous.  I had 

several Cones in my collection, and they took on meanings with various degrees of danger.  The Marble Cone 

represented “Ruin and disappointment”.   

 

Many years later, I learned that in 1650, the Dutch artist Rembrandt was commissioned to make an etching of 

the Mable Cone for an illustrated book of seashells.  When someone creates an etching, acid is used to produce 

a drawing on a metal plate. The plate is inked, and a piece of paper is applied to the inked surface to make a 

print.  When the paper is pulled away, the drawing is transferred to its surface as a mirror image. 

  

With most subjects the reversal is of little consequence, but Rembrandt’s etching produced a Marble Cone 

opening on the left-hand side.  The etching was destined for a seashell book, and the picture depicted a shell 

contrary to its appearance in Nature.  As I just mentioned, in Ocean Oracle, the Marble Cone means “Ruin and 

disappointment”.  I find it ironic that Rembrandt’s etching of the shell meaning ruin and disappointment was 

ruined.  What also fascinated me is that 30 years ago I did not know about Rembrandt’s experience with this 

shell.  The Marble Cone’s meaning of “ruin”, which was based on a general concept of the danger of all Cone 

http://www.agt-gems.com/Book/laxmi-conch.html
 http:/www.agt-gems.com/Book/laxmi-conch.html


Shells from their anatomy, was able to switch categories to the Interaction with Man… a very specific man 

…the artist, Rembrandt. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conus_Marmoreus_(print) 

 

Enlarged print (use your mouse to view signature and date on bottom left.) 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-OB-241 

 

 

 

 

 

By the way, 50 years after Rembrandt’s etching, Martin Lister 

corrected his etching to produce prints of a right-handed Marble 

Cone.  The image on the top shows the original etching and 

below it is the corrected version. 

  

  

 

 

 

While we are on the subject of Hinduism and Buddhism, let’s 

investigate seashell interactions with man in other religions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Triton has been kind enough to serve 

as a demonstration for shell growth in a 

few classes, but its meaning is based 

upon the Interaction with Man.  

 

Similar to the situation with the Chank 

trumpet, if you remove the tip of the 

spire on the Triton, it too can serve as a 

wonderful trumpet. In Japan, Shinto 

priests use the Triton to call people in to 

pray.  

 

Because of its use in calling people, in 

Ocean Oracle the meaning of the Pacific 

Trumpet Triton, shell #101, is “One’s 

purpose or calling in life.” 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conus_Marmoreus_(print)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conus_Marmoreus_(print)
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-OB-241


That brings us to one more shell that derives its meaning from the Interaction with Man based upon religion.  It 

is time to examine the connection of the scallop to Roman Catholicism. 

 

Actually, the scallop has a rich history in interacting with man. Let’s begin with modern day. Since our class is 

comprised of students from all over the world, I wonder how many of you are familiar with Shell gasoline? 

  

If you have ever seen a Shell gasoline station, you are familiar with their 

Scallop logo.  It has been altered through time, and the picture on the 

left shows their logo from the past and present.  Have you ever wondered 

what a shell has to do with gasoline, and why the Scallop in particular? 

  

Shell Oil traces its roots to Marcus Samuel who founded a small antique 

shop in London’s east end in 1833. Among the more lucrative items in his 

store were shells imported from the Far East. In the 1800s, exotic shells 

from the orient appealed to Victorian decorative tastes. The Shell Shop, as 

he named it, eventually expanded to become a general importing-

exporting company.  

 

Many years later, under his son’s leadership, kerosene became a more 

valuable item than seashells. As the focus shifted to trading oil, in 1897 a 

separate company was formed for this called The “Shell” Transport and 

Trading Company, Limited. This eventually merged with Dutch 

petroleum interests becoming the company with which we are familiar 

today. Actually, today the company is called Royal Dutch Shell, plc.  The 

shell used in the gasoline logo is an acknowledgement of the company’s 

humble origins, Marcus Samuel’s original Shell Shop. 

  

That is step one…why the Gasoline company used a shell for their logo. But, why the scallop in particular?  An 

answer may appear as we investigate the history of the scallop in the interaction with man.  Centuries ago, 

Roman Catholics believed that pilgrimages on foot to the Holy Land would assist them in cleansing their sins.  

 

When the Holy Land was viewed as too 

dangerous a destination, the shrine to St. 

James the Apostle in Compostella, Spain 

became an alternative destination. Since St. 

James was a fisherman, it was common 

practice for pilgrims to obtain a local 

Scallop shell as a souvenir worn in one’s 

hat brim.  

 

During the Holy Wars, crusaders would 

adorn themselves with Scallops they found 

in the lands where they fought. These 

became badges signifying they had 

participated in the wars in the Near East. 

Due to these long treks, both for the 

pilgrimages and the crusades, Scallops 

became symbolic of a journey. 



 The story of the Scallop does 

not end here. In the thirteenth 

century, courtesy of British 

Heraldry, many British families 

established coats of arms with 

symbols indicating their 

family’s history. A brief glance 

at the pictures of these Coats Of 

Arms to the left reveals the 

tremendous popularity of 

Scallop-like motifs. This is the 

family’s homage to their heroic 

ancestors who either made the 

pilgrimage or fought in the 

Holy Wars. 

  

That is all well and good, but 

did the founders of Shell Oil 

know about this history of the 

scallop? According to the Shell 

Oil Company’s website, there is 

some evidence that the Shell 

emblem “may have been taken 

from the family coat of arms” of a Mr. Graham, who became one of the directors of the company. “The ‘St. 

James’s Shell’ had been adopted by the Graham family after their ancestors made the pilgrimage to Santiago de 

Compostella in Spain.” With this family history, I submit that it is possible Mr. Graham informed the board of 

the significance of the St. James Scallop. But, with nothing concrete, we are left to speculate whether Shell Oil 

was aware of the connection of Scallops to journeys. Regardless, what better symbol to represent a company 

whose products fuel our journeys! 

  

Through British Heraldry, we have a connection of Scallops to heroism. The purest essence of knighthood was 

a noble person embodying all the finest attributes fighting for a cause, a hero who rescues others. In fact, there 

is an order of knights called Knights of the Garter, (Sir Winston Churchill was a member), whose symbol is a 

scallop. 

  

If we unite the original links of Scallops to journeying, with this later incarnation of representing a hero, we 

have the combination of a hero’s journey. In Ocean Oracle, shell # 96, the St James Scallop has the meaning 

“Being someone’s hero, a hero’s journey.” It requires great daring for each of us to make our own hero’s 

journey. By summoning the courage to venture into unknown territory, we may overcome the limitations in our 

life. It is said that a journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. Perhaps those huge Scallops hovering 

over us along the roadside at each Shell gasoline station can serve to prod us to take that first step on the road to 

a more meaningful life. They are a reminder of the bliss that awaits us on the journey ☺ 

  

  

 

 



As we conclude Module 1 of your Ocean Speake course there is a new homework exercise #3. If you have any 

questions on these first 14 classes, please let me know. 

  

For those who wish to continue with Module 2, we will use our knowledge to begin our journey into seashell 

reading ☺     

  

Also, I have a few gifts for you as you complete Module 1.  As of Class 14, you have met over 40 shells in 

Ocean Oracle. That is a lot of shells dispersed over 14 weeks.  My intention is to provide an efficient way for 

you to find the lesson where a particular shell appears.  I have designed a chart containing 200 boxes, one for 

each shell in the Ocean Oracle deck.  Using the numbers assigned to the individual shells in your deck, the 

number will appear in bold type accompanied by the class where you will find it. This first chart covers the 47 

shells we have met so far.  All you have to know is the shell’s number in Ocean Oracle.   

 

For example, information on Shell #4, the Bittersweet Clam, can be found in Class 2. 

 

This is only Part 1 because from time to time, as the Modules continue, and your vocabulary grows, I will add 

new charts. 

 

Ocean Speake shell chart, Part 1      Class 1-14      47 shells 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Class 14    71     

Class 2      72     

    Class 12     93 

      

Class 3      75 Class 10      85   

Class 5      76   Class 14      96 

Class 5      77 Class 10     87   

  Class 8       88   

Class 14    79 Class 12     89   

Class 5      80   Class 6      100 

 

 

 

    Class 4      21         

      Class 7    32 Class 7    42   Class 6      62 

    Class 9      23   Class 6    43 Class 7    53 Class 2       63 

Class 2    4     Class 9    34   Class 8    54 Class 8       64 

          Class 9    55 Class 13     65 

  Class 10   16 Class 12    26         

Class 3   7     Class 8     37       

Class 2   8             

Class 2   9           Class 6        69 

  Class 9     20 Class 8      30 Class 13   40       



 

Class 14    101     Class 10   131       

              

Class 9      103       Class 3   143     

              

Class 14    105 Class 3   115           

              

  Class 3   117           

            Class 13    168 

  Class 4   119           

              

 

 

And, as a graduation present from Module 1… You have been working so hard, I thought you deserved a little 

entertainment. With our discussion of the Chank, and the Triton above, I wanted you to hear the call from the 

shells. Here is a little treat for you. 

 

This is Steve Turre who has a called band Sanctified Shells.  6:52 minutes He is such an amazing musician, 

watch what he does around the 3:40 minute mark! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkuq6prZHoA 

 

 Congratulations on completing Module 1!  The shells are trumpeting in joyous celebration ☺   

 

 

HOMEWORK EXERCISES #3 (Class 13-14) 

        

 Each of these questions revolves around the typical growth pattern of a Univalve shell: 

1. How do the Miller’s Nutmeg and West Indian Worm Shell differ from the pattern of typical Univalve shell 

growth?  Please include in your response what quality these two shells share, and how they differ from each 

other. 

 

2. When it comes to the growth pattern of Univalve seashells, what is unique about the Lightning Whelk? 

  

3. What knowledge might have proved beneficial to Rembrandt when he was commissioned to make an etching 

of the Marble Cone? 

        

The Watering Pot clam shows unusual shell growth for a Bivalve. 

4. If the Watering Pot means you reap what you sow, taking responsibility for your actions, what does it mean if 

a client dislikes this shell? 

  

 

 

For your own information…. speculation on lefties: 

  

https://news.yale.edu/2006/03/23/lefties-have-advantage-adversarial-situations 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkuq6prZHoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkuq6prZHoA
https://news.yale.edu/2006/03/23/lefties-have-advantage-adversarial-situations

